
 
 
 
 
 

Office of Religious Education 
580 Columbus Avenue 

Benton Harbor, MI  49022 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
 I am happy to be able to announce and invite you and your children to participate in the 
parish’s Religious Education Program starting this fall. As we hear in the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church “Parents have the first responsibility for the education of their children” (CCC 2223). As 
parents this responsibility can seem daunting. Our own experience of the faith can often leave us 
hesitant to engage our children in the life of the Church intellectually. This is why I am happy that we 
can offer these religious education opportunities this year to aid you in this great responsibility.  
 
 This year we will have programs that serve students as young as 3 years old through 8th grade 
students. Many of our classes will be run in the format of the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS) 
program. The CGS program is a hands-on Montessori approach to catechesis. It allows young people 
to not only hear and see the content of the tradition, scripture, and faith, but to interact with in a 
hands-on way. The CGS program has been used in Catholic Education since 1985, with the goal of 
involving children and adults in a common religious experience in which the religious values of the 
child are dominant. Our CGS programs will focus on three main areas; The covenant promises of 
God’s unconditional love, God’s call to communion, and that God has and is continuing to guide the 
world throughout its history. 
 
 Sacramental Preparation will also be available for students who are currently entering into the 
1st, 2nd, 7th, and 8th grades. For students who are preparing for their First Holy Communion, there will 
be a folder program and retreats, in addition to the CGS sessions to help them learn and grow as they 
prepare to receive Jesus’ body, blood, soul, and divinity for the first time. Confirmation students will 
meet on Sunday evenings in St. Bernard’s to dive deeper into their relationship and knowledge of the 
risen Jesus they received in their past sacraments. More information on all these programs, including 
dates and paperwork can be found enclosed in this letter. 
 
 Lastly, I am happy to share with you our parish’ new approach to RCIA (Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults) or as it is now called by the US Conference of Catholic Bishops OCIA (Order of 
Christian Initiation of Adults), or as we will call it “Becoming Catholic”. Many people are curious 
about what the Catholic Church actually is, what she teaches, and where to start. Becoming Catholic is 
an easy and low pressure approach to learning more and entering the Church. The program will serve 
those who as adults need to complete their sacraments of initiation (Baptism, Confirmation, and 
Eucharist) or who would like to be baptized and enter the Church. There is room for people who just 
want to see, but not necessarily receive baptism. 
 
 With that said, I would like to invite you to a meeting on Sunday, September 17th to speak with 
you about your important role in the education of your children and to have our facilitators share 
more about our programs. There will be a meeting at 10:15 AM for enrolled in CGS on Sunday 
mornings at the old St John’s School and an additional meeting for those enrolled in sacramental prep 
at 6:30 pm at St. Bernards. I hope you consider joining us and please know the staff and I are happy 
to speak with you and answer your questions about our programs. 
 
Fr. John Peter MSFS 


